SUNDAY MORNINGS

other that the modern mind is more literal than
the old. Let us take the second first. The
tendency appears in the revised Athanasian Creed,
where the word " confused " is substituted for the
word "confounded." It is true that "con-
founded " has changed meaning, and is no longer,
in conversation, equivalent to confused. But is
there really any suggestion that anybody who
attempted to understand the Athanasian Creed at
all was ever subject to the slightest misconception?
A desire to be exact has led to the sacrifice of the
more euphonious term without any real corres-
ponding or counterbalancing gain. Literalism
comes in also in the revised Marriage Service.
" Obey " is a thorny subject: I will not touch it.
There are also among serious and sensitive persons,
two schools of thought in relation to the passages
which deal with the objects of matrimony. For
myself, without pressing the point, though I quite
understand the point of view of the innovators, I
am glad that I was married with the old blunt
form. It seems odd to me that these changes
should have been made in this generation of all
generations; that a church should be the one
place where a spade cannot be called a spade, and
that the one occasion on which " frankness "
between man and woman is not to be allowed is
~when they are within five minutes of being
married to each other. That, as I say, I do not
emphasise; reasonable people differ. But the
substitution of " with my body I thee honour/'
for "with my body I thee worship," and of
" share" for " endow" in the bridegroom's